
From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

  

    1  Sports Day for 
  Grades 3-5 

    1  Spirit Day 

    1  Knoa Ice  
  3:30  PM 

    5  Volunteer  
  Breakfast  
  8:45 AM 

  14  3-Hour Early 
  Dismissal 

  15  Grade 5 Farewell 
  9:15 AM 

  15  Last Day of 
  School 

  3-Hour Early 
  Dismissal  

 

 

 

 

           June 2018 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
Rodgers Forge Elementary School empowers students to be lifelong learners and 

globally competitive citizens. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,  
 

It is difficult to believe that another school year is coming to a close.  We would like to congratulate our 

amazing 5th graders who will be transitioning to middle school.  They are an exceptional group of students and 

we are looking forward to hearing wonderful things about them next year. 

We are very lucky at RFES to have many wonderful volunteers that give their time at school, home, field trips, 

committees, and at many special events! Thank you ALL for your dedication to our students and staff.  WE are 

looking forward to celebrating each of you at the June 5th Volunteer Breakfast.  Festivities will begin at 8:45 

in the Library. We hope you can join us!   

HOMEROOM ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEXT YEAR:  Fall placement will be indicated on the final report card 

with a room #.  We share this homeroom information with you now, but caution that adjustments are still 

possible.  A list of grade level room assignments for next year will be included in the final report card 

envelope.  Keep in mind that teachers may change grade levels and may be moving rooms over the summer.  

Staffing changes: Based on the projected enrollment for the upcoming school year, we will have four 

homeroom sections in 1st grade and three in kindergarten.  Our current numbers for the 2018-2019 school year 

support the rational for this decision.  In addition, I would like to thank Ms. Rachel Bowers for the dedication 

to the students and school community during the years she has been at Rodgers Forge teaching 3rd grade.  Ms. 

Bowers will not be returning next year, taking advantage of a unique job opportunity.  We wish Ms. Bowers the 

best of luck!  

MISSING THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL:  Report cards for those students absent on the last day of school 

can be picked up in the front office over the summer. They will not be mailed home. 

YEARBOOKS:  The 2017-2018 Yearbook will be distributed in the fall.  The yearbook will be a total composite 

of the entire school year, including spring events such as Sports Day, Spring Musical & Concert, as well as the 

5th Grade Farewell. This year our Yearbook was created by students for students!  Many thanks to Ms. Rossi 

for advising students and Tracy Dieter, PTA, for coordinating sales. 5th graders moving on to middle school 

next year will be invited back to RFES in the fall to receive their books at a special autograph session after 

school with teachers and fellow classmates.  More details to follow.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: The school supply list can be found in your child’s report card envelope.  You are 

encouraged to order through 1st Day School Supplies at www.1stDaySchoolSupplies.com.  

SUMMER HOURS: Rodgers Forge will be open throughout the summer months, with the exception of June 

26th for the election and July 4th in recognition of Independence Day.  Office hours will be 8:00-3:30, Monday 

through Friday.  

SUMMER REGISTRATION:  If you have new neighbors moving in during the summer months, please encourage 

them to contact the school and schedule a time to register their child(ren) as soon as they possibly can!   

HAVE A SAFE, RESTFUL, AND FUN-FILLED SUMMER! 

Missy Fanshaw 
Principal 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

Thursday, June 14th    Half Day (schools closing 3 hours early) 

 

Friday, June 15th    5th Grade Farewell @ 9:15 

     Last day of School (Half Day: schools closing 3 hours early) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Thursday, August 30th   DMS Orientation Day for Incoming 6th grade students  

 

Thursday, August 30th     RFES NEW Parent Meet & Greet 6:30-8:00 

 

Friday, August 31st       “Sneak-A-Peak-At-Your-Seat”   2:30-3:30                  

 

Tuesday, September 4th    First Day of School (grade 1-5) 

        

September 4th or 5th  Kindergarten Individual Screening Sessions (45 minutes per student) 

Thursday, September 6th   First Full Day of Kindergarten 

                                                                                 

Tuesday, September 11th  RFES Volunteer Training:  6:30           

    Back to School Night (K-5):  7:00 
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Rodgers Forge Goes Waste Free! 

With help of some special guests from the 

Maryland Department of the Environment 

(MDE), the RFES Green School Council 

initiated a school-wide Waste Free 

Wednesday lunchtime event on May 24th.  

Prior to this event, our council members took 

the initiative to weigh the cafeteria trash 

(after recycling had been sorted) and found 

that, on average, we are throwing away 150-

180 pounds of trash per day from our 

cafeteria.  The helpers from MDE came to 

our school on the 24th and helped students in all grade levels to sort their waste more 

efficiently—not only recycling, but liquid waste, composting materials, and un-opened 

food/drink items were all sorted to help bring attention to the many ways we can reduce 

our lunch-time trash.  The results were amazing!  We went from around 180 pounds of 

trash to only 28 pounds!  We had double the number of recycling bins than trash bins 

filled.  The findings revealed how important it is for our students to begin taking home 

unopened items to be enjoyed later at home rather than throwing them away.  We also 

have an impressive potential for composting at our school in the future.  As we move 

forward as a newly certified Maryland Green School, our mission to instill a sense of global 

awareness and responsibility for the environment will continue through wonderful student-

led activities like more Waste-Free-Wednesdays!  #RFESGREEN 

 

 

I want to thank all the parent volunteers, who helped to make our Sports Days a huge success!! 

I would not be able to have this fun-filled day without parent volunteers. 

The students did an amazing job working together and displaying sportsmanship throughout the entire 

competition. 

Hip hip hooray to our P.T.A. for providing popsicles and water balloons for the event. 
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The Reading Corner  
Sight Words 

 First let's define what sight words are. Sight words are defined by your 
child. His sight words are the words that he can already recognize by sight 
without using any specific strategies. That's not usually how the term is used, 
though. Just to confuse you, when you see lists of sight words what you are 
usually seeing are lists of high frequency words or Dolch Words. Edward 
William Dolch first compiled the full list and broke it down into five levels for 
children to learn by sight. They are a list of 220 words that are used so often in print that together they make 
up an estimated 75% of all words used in books. Some of the words cannot be decoded using conventional 
strategies so memorizing them until they are known by sight is beneficial. 
You might think that these words are so common that kids would just learn them organically through reading 
and other everyday print. But many of the words also defy standard phonetic conventions, meaning they are 
impossible to sound out. They are often also difficult to illustrate, so children can't use illustrations in picture 
books to make a deeper connection to these words. Can you illustrate "is" or "it?"  Me neither.  
  On the flip side, the wonderful thing about these words being so common is that children learn 
them easily with repetition because they are usually words that they already have in their everyday 
vocabulary.  

 Working hard to learn these words by sight (memorizing) pays off. It 
allows kids to free up cognitive resources so they can focus on the tougher 
words that require strong decoding skills. They are also able to understand 
the majority of the text if those decoding skills fail. There is more to why 
sight words are important than just simply the mechanics of reading; they 
are also fantastic confidence boosters. One of my educational philosophies 
is to build children's confidence up and then present an attainable 
challenge. Sight-word knowledge provides a scaffold of understanding and 
confidence for new readers who need to use all the other tools in their tool 

box to complete the job at hand: reading with understanding.  
 So now that we know what they are, why they are important, and what they can do, we need to 
figure out how parents can help. Have fun with these words!  
 Of all the various reading strategies, I find working on sight words to be the easiest for parents to 
get involved in. If you aren't sure which words to work on with your children, you can check with their 
classroom teacher or check out the entire list that is attached.  
 Using these lists, try out some of these simple sight-word activities at home.  
  
1. Sight Word Bingo 

You can find many different commercial sight-word bingo games, or you can make your 
own.  
  
2. Sight Word Hide & Seek 

Write sight words on index cards, and hide them around the house. Set the timer and give 
your child two minutes to find as many sight words as he can. At the end of the two 
minutes, have him read the list to you. He gets one point for every correct word. Repeat, 
challenging him to break his own record.  
  
3. Sight Word Memory 

Using index cards, write out pairs of sight words and place them face down on a table. 
Take turns flipping over the cards and reading the words. If you make a match, you keep the cards. The 
person with the most cards when they are all turned over wins.  
  
4. Meal Time Word Wall  

Make a word wall with a large piece of butcher paper. Start with two words, adding a new one daily. Have 
your child read the whole list every mealtime. If she has trouble with the list, do not add more words until she 
can read them without trouble.  

 
 

 Karrie Cook  
Reading Specialist 

kcook@bcps.org 

@Cookreading  
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June???  How can it possibly be June already???  Weren’t we just buying school supplies and 

sneaking peeks at seats?  No matter how hard I try to hold on to sweet moments, time just seems 

to slip through my fingers. 

 

It’s wonderful to see how very ready the children are to move on to the next grade, although I 

can’t help but feel a sense of loss as the 5th-graders go on to Middle School.  Please know that I 

will remember you (and your parents) with much fondness, and expect to hear lots of good news 

about you through the coming years.  You’ll always have a place in my heart.  As for those 

children staying on at dear old Rodgers Forge, I look forward to sharing more happy school 

years with you. 

 

Well, now I’ve got myself all choked up, so let me blow my nose and move on to some of the 

usual end-of-the-school-year business.  There are a few significant details of which it’s important 

for you to take note: 

 

 Any of you whose children have medications here in the Health Suite, please come by to 

pick them up at the end of the year.  Baltimore County policy is that all medicines left 

at school at the end of the year are to be discarded, and I hate to waste expensive 

medications. 

 If you want your child to have their prescribed medicine at school again next year, please 

note that you must again complete (and have your physician complete) the required 

paperwork. 

 New 6th graders should have both a physical and a dental exam before entering middle 

school.  Those forms will be coming home to you via your children.  Any recent 

immunizations your child may have received should also be recorded on the Physical 

Exam Form. 

************************************************************************ 

 

 

I wish all of you long, languorous summers, filled with fun times to remember forever.  I’ll miss 

you over the break, and look forward to seeing you again, after Labor Day. 

 

As always, it remains my privilege to be your children’s nurse. 

 

Gail Shapira, RN 

410-296-2437 

lshapira@bcps.org 
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Musical Greetings, 
 
As another year is drawing to a close it is good to take a moment and reflect on the year 
and our accomplishments.  Students have grown so much this year.  Not just in stature 
and knowledge but also as musicians.  Each class grew together as a caring community 
when they sang, danced, and played instruments together. 
 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tracey Dieter for serving as our wonderful 
Box Top Parent Coordinator.  The box top program makes a huge difference in our 

music program.  We have been able to purchase a wide variety of new instruments, as 
well as, choir and recorder music with the money earned.   

Rodger will be celebrating with Mrs. Rossi’s winning class in June.   
We start off the fall with a contest awarding individual students who bring in the most 

box tops. Please be looking for the summer collection baggies coming home with your 
student soon.  Remember to check expiration dates as you collect! 

Thank you for collecting! 

 
The third grade class performed for the students at Ridge Ruxton.   

Our audience was excited that we shared our music! 
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Congratulations to the 5th grade on a successful spring concert.   
Can’t Stop the Feeling-The Year in Review was a great celebration of their final year 
here at the Forge!  Thanks for all their hard work. They will be missed as they move on 

to middle school.   

 
 

Baltimore is a musically rich community.  I hope you get to take advantage of the many 
cultural opportunities and make music a part of your summer.   
 
Sing-cerely, 
Mrs. Tierney 
Vocal Music Teacher 
ltierney@bcps.org 
 



PAGE 10  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 

              News             

 

Here come the Art Portfolios! 
Your child can’t wait to show you their art portfolio!  

Their creations are part of who they are, and you are one of the most important people in 

your child’s life.  Your opinion and support matter a great deal to your child.   Looking 

at your child’s artwork can give you a glimpse into their heart and mind.  If you want your 

child to think crit ically and creatively about their art, you could use this opportunity to ask 

some questions. Taking the time to talk about their work also can help build confidence.  

Here are some suggestions to get you started:  

DO 

ASK them to tell you about their artwork. Below are some questions that could be asked 
when discussing your child’s art. 

COMMENT on the lines, shapes or colors, etc. that they are using (I see that you are 
making lots of purple dots. I like how the red paint is mixing with the yellow paint here.) 

ACKNOWLEDGE how hard (carefully, enthusiastically, long) they worked on their artwork  

DON’T: 

 Ask “What is that?” 

 Say an automatic “That’s pretty” (cool, beautiful) 

 

Other Great Questions to Ask your Child about their Artwork.  

 What can you tell me about your picture/artwork? This open-

ended question is a great way to get kids talking about their art. 

It is especially good if you cannot tell what the picture is. Nothing 

worse than saying, “What a lovely horse.” only to have the child tell you it is 

supposed to be a dog. 

 



PAGE 11  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 How did you get the idea for this picture?  By explaining the inspiration, the child 

recognizes his own creative spark and makes the connection from real -life events 

to artistic creation.  Some students may remember the featured artist or art 

movement that was introduced with the art unit.  

 What do you like about your picture? Encourages the child to look carefully at 

his art and make a judgment. More importantly, this question teaches your child to 

value his own internal validation rather than performing in hopes of gaining the 

approval of others. 

 What title would you give this work? Titles can offer a new dimension to a piece 

of art. Also, a title encourages your child to think about the main idea or concept of 

her work. 

 Why did you…..use brown for the sky? Make the girl so much larger than the boy? 

Use only the bottom of the paper? Basically ask why the child decided to draw or 

color a specific element of the work in a particular way. Make sure your tone is 

neutral – you are asking for clarity, not judging or criticizing the work.  

 How were you feeling when you made this picture? Connecting emotions with 

creative expression. 

 How do you hope other people will feel when they look at your picture? This 

question allows your child to put himself /herself in another’s position and imagine 

how his work affects that person. You could also make this question more specific 

by naming a particular person: How do you think grandma will feel when she looks 

at your picture? This question is a great question to ask your child if he/she is 

older. 

 If you could make this picture again, what would you do 

differently? Professional artists often make many versions of the same image, 

trying new things, tweaking, experimenting. Encourage your young artist to do the 

same. 

 Do ask your child which art compositions they would like to hang up?  

Displaying your child’s creations helps to promote confidence.  A great place to 

store the rest of the 2-dimensional portfolio is between the mattress and box spring 

of your child’s bed.  It is out of the way, safe, dry, and flat.  It can also be fun time  

capsule when they re-discover their portfolio at a later date.  

Have a Great Summer!   

Ms. Kotapish 
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 Library Update  
Library Highlights for the Summer Months  

**Special Note: The final day of book circulation was 

on June 2nd. All library materials should be returned 

no later than June 9th during their normally 

scheduled library visits. Thank you!  

 

   Black-Eyed Susan Nominee and 
Voting Updates  

Last month students voted on their favorite Black- 

Eyed Susan nominee. The official Maryland winners 

were announced. The Black-Eyed Susan Book Award 

winners for 2017-2018 are:  
Picture Book – Land Shark by Beth Ferry and Ben 

Mantle 
Grades 4-6 – 7 books out of the 10 nominated tied for 

first place!!! 
Graphic Novels Grades 4-6 – 3 way tie – 

Mighty Jack – Book One – Ben Hatke 

Space Battle Lunchtime – Natalie Riess 

Ghosts – Raina Telgemeier  

 
Congratulations to the winners – Hopefully, your 
students can check out some of the nominees and 
winners this summer! 
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Destiny eBooks We have exciting news! 

Rodgers Forge Elementary has even more eBooks in our 

library’s collection! eBooks are electronic books that 

students can checkout and read on a variety of devices, 

such as desktops, laptops, mobile devices, and iPads to 

name a few. The checkout duration for each eBooks is 

three weeks. After that time, the system will 

automatically return the book. There is no need to 

worry about remembering to bring back eBooks. If you 

finish reading eBooks before the three week checkout 

period, you can easily return them early with one click.  

Students will be introduced to eBooks and learn how to 

access them in library class before the end of the 

school year. *Students will need to use their username 

and external password, as assigned earlier in the school 

year.  

Directions for accessing eBooks through Destiny 

Quest/Follett Shelf can be found at the link below. 

Stay tuned….we expect some changes/improvements 

over the summer and will update you of these 

adjustments  

when we return in September! 

http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/ebooks/index.html 
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Summer Reading Opportunities  

As summer approaches, we are all looking forward to 

finding sometime extra time to relax and play. 

However, did you know that kids who do not read every 

day over summer vacation have a loss in their reading 

skills, which can add up to losing over two years’ worth 

of achievement by middle school. This is called the 

SUMMER SLIDE and it is NOT cool, so get READING!  

To help encourage reading, there are several programs 

available to your child. In the upcoming weeks, keep an 

eye out for information in your child’s take home folder 

regarding summer reading programs through the 

Baltimore County Public Library, Scholastic, and Barnes 

and Noble.  

 

BIG THANK YOU!  

Finally, I want to thank you all for your support of 

reading and the library media center at Rodgers Forge. 

It is truly a special place, and I am honored to be a 

part of it! If you wish to get in touch with me over the 

summer – you can email me at pholden@bcps.org and 

follow me on Twitter at @rfeslibrary. Have a great 

summer full of reading and adventures! 


